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There are still a number of Name
Tags that have not been
collected for
2022. Could
members please call into the
office to collect them, as it is a
condition
of
our
Liability
Insurance that members have
their Name Tags on them for all
U3AA functions and activities.
The Executive
President

Ray Weston

0437 047 889

VicePresident

Sue Cameron

0429 781 330

Secretary

Margaret Sims

0421 659 467

Treasurer

Doug Barber

0439 769 003

Committee

Alison Findlater

0493 114 431

Marnie French

0406 864 164

Laurie Pulley

6772 1124

Dorothy Barnes

0427 753 781

Newsletter
Editor

As the season changes and we
have to adjust to “normal” hours, I
am pleased to report that all courses
seem to be functioning very well and
being enjoyed by all.
Armidale U3a has been recognised
with a Certificate in the NSW
Armidale Care For Seniors Volunteer
Awards, which is great recognition
for the efforts of our volunteers in
the community, without whom we
would not exist.
You may have noted that security
cameras have been installed. They
are for afterhours monitoring of the
building, internally and externally.
The committee has
become concerned with attempted break-ins and vandalism
on the outside of the building.
It is very annoying to find that the Solar Panel Control has
been switched off on the eastern side of the building.
Hopefully we can identify the culprits.
As one of our valuable volunteers, was offered a rat test
kit, and actually tried it showing no symptoms at all, she
found that she was positive. So, if eligible get a kit from a
pharmacy and follow the instructions for use.
Hopefully, we will not need to go back to wearing masks.
Keep safe.
Ray
Welcome to your 2022 Management Committee team,
elected at the Annual General Meeting on 22nd February
2022:
· President: Ray Weston
· Vice President : Sue Cameron
· Treasurer : Doug Barber
· Secretary: Margaret Sims
· Committee Member: Marnie French
· Committee Member: Laurie Pulley
· Committee Member: Alison Findlater
· Committee Member: unfilled
If anyone is interested in joining the team, please don’t
hesitate to contact Ray, Sue, Doug or Margaret and have a
chat!
A very big thank you to Pam Walkley for her contribution to
the Committee over the past four years and to Barbara
Beatson for her work in 2021 on the revision of our
Constitution.
The recommendation (by the 2021 Committee) to the AGM
meeting, based on U3AA’s current financial position, to
increase the Annual Membership Fee for 2023 to $75, was
carried unanimously. No Venue Use Fee will apply in 2023.
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ON THE MEND
It was all about the red lamp, a relic from
Paddo days. In my eyes elegant then and still
elegant. A red metal standard lamp, shaped
like an angular question mark, poised always
somewhat expectantly at the edge of the sofa.
That day I could not replace the bulb as the
socket was damaged.
My advisor told me the lamp was cactus and
I might be better off chucking it out. I’ll think
about it, I said somewhat dishonestly as no
thought but how to preserve it filled my mind.
I then forgot about it but moving day loomed
and the damaged lamp was still in its place.

No-one does electrical repairs for small
appliances in Tenterfield, Inverell or Glen
Innes, he said. He was also short-staffed. Did
it mean people just didn’t get things fixed any
more, I asked. Well that, and the shortage of
skilled labour to do the work and the
contemporary chuck it out consciousness.
Maybe a bit of both.
Ten dollars later, I was out of there. Red
lamp back in action and a feeling of triumph
which I paraded to little effect.
To the subsequent generations the self
indulgent moralising of the oldies about the
good old days when everyone mended
everything induces at best a yawn and then a
quick change of subject.
But, I say, generalising and trying to avoid
the thickets of sanctimoniousness, how is the
world to survive if we just chuck everything
away?
Do we give in totally to over consumption
and close our eyes to the impact it’s having
and do we always need to have new things?
What’s wrong with a few well worn artefacts,
some have great charm, even human ones.
However, those well worn tales of mothers
darning socks, mending clothes, saving zips
and buttons, washing the bacon if it looked a
bit greasy, creating delicious meals from left
overs etc etc induces boredom and also
offence at the inference that today’s
operational generations are a lesser species.
Best keep it among ourselves, I think, and we
probably won’t be around long enough to be
able to say “I told you so!”

wait
around to see if a qualified electrician came
into the shop. Too impatient, I paid $15.50 for
the part and headed up the road to the only
place I know that does electrical repairs.
Unfazed, the proprietor set about fixing the
socket in place and we had the sort of
discussion old hands luxuriate in, how
everything on the repair front had gone to pot. Rosemary Mort

BOOK REVIEW
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

1st June 2022
Please email contributions to
Dorothy Barnes
dkbarnes134@gmail.com
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New Yorker Mag

Devotion

Hanne Nussbaum is a young
girl in a family of Lutherans
suffering religious persecution in
Prussia in 1836. She is an unusual
child, more at home in the forest
than in the usual domestic roles of
the
women
in
the
town.
Considered a misfit in society
she experiences acceptance after
meeting Thea, a newcomer to the
town of Kay. An offer of freedom
for the Lutherans comes in the
form of a six months’ voyage to
South Australia to begin a new life
there. Hanne’s family, together
with Thea’s family and most of the
other Lutherans board the “Kristi”
bound for the long journey. On
arrival in South Australia in 1838,
life is very different to the pilgrims’
expectations. However, they work
hard and establish a new colony
there.
In beautiful prose, Hannah Kent
traces the life of the Lutherans in
Kay, the hardships of the long sea

Hannah Kent

voyage and life in the new South
Australian colony. The book has
been meticulously researched,
and the privations aboard ship are
so realistically described as to
make the reader feel present at
the scene. It is at this juncture that
Kent introduces an unexpected
happening, which sets off a
lengthy section of magic realism. I
did not imagine that this literary
device would sustain the following
200 pages but encountering some
of the most lyrical writing told me
otherwise.
The
relationship
between
Hanne and Thea is central to the
book and cannot be ultimately
realised. Nevertheless, Kent deals
with this in an expert manner, and
the beautiful language is a joy. If
the book has a fault it is possibly a
little long and if shortened, the
ending would be just as eloquent.
Marnie French

E u c al y pt us Mu r r a y B a i l
This is a strange story
which is set on a small
country property in a hot, dry
and remote area in the west
of New South Wales. The
property is owned by a man
named Holland who lives
there with his daughter Ellen.
Holland devotes his time to
growing eucalyptus trees – at
least one of every kind –
collected world wide.
Ellen grows up to be a very
beautiful woman and Holland
makes the highly unusual
decision that he will only allow
her to marry the first man
who can accurately name
each and every tree.
Some men and boys from
the local area come first but
fail hopelessly.
Gradually
the news spreads far and wide
and
professional
arborists
arrive on the scene. From
time to time the story strays

into interesting sidelines such
as a description of the oldstyle Greek café and the story
of its owners. Many of the
suitors recount interesting
tales of travel and experiences
in their lives. There
are
some beautiful descriptions of
the
local
scenery
and
vegetation:
snakes,
birds,
crops and how everything
changes with the seasons.
Many suitors come and go;
meanwhile Ellen becomes ill.
One day when well enough,
she walks among the trees
and finds a young man resting
under a tree.
I found the style of writing
in this book made it difficult to
read. However the beautiful
and interesting descriptions of
the characters and scenery
were very rewarding.
Jean Jackson

UPDATE FROM COURSE CORDINATORS
Suggestions or offers for new or returning courses

We would love to hear from anyone who has ideas about
courses or activities that could be run over a full semester or
as short as a few weeks. Do you have a particular area of
knowledge or interest that you would like to share as a Course
Leader with other members? Is there an activity that you
would like to facilitate or co-facilitate with another member?

Knitting

Our previous knitting group needs a facilitator(s). We are
keen for this to be held in ASCA House if possible (rather than
in a private home) to enable flexibility and easy access for
members. Currently, the West room is available on Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons. The South room
is available on Monday and Thursday mornings.
French Conversation Are you missing being able to use
your knowledge and enjoyment of the French language? And
perhaps there are others in the same boat! As with the Italian
Do-it-Yourself group, members with some knowledge of
French may be able to assist with ‘finer points of the
language’. If you are interested in facilitating or co-facilitating
a French Conversation group, please contact us.

Please phone or email us if you would like to talk
about any ideas for new courses or activities!

·Bron (0438 658 205) or Penny (0408 272 011)
·E: u3aa@iinet.net.au

New course: Yoga for Beginners

In this one-and-a-half-hour class you can expect to begin with
mindful breathing, followed by a gentle yoga workout aimed at
building
strength
and
finishing
with
relaxation.
This class is suitable for anyone who can sit on the floor.
Equipment required is a yoga mat and two large bath/beach
towels. The course will commence Tuesday 26 April, 3–
4.30pm in the East Room of ASCA House.
Please contact the U3AA Office on 6772 2752 to enrol.

Ha ppy Bi rthday U 3AA
Thank you to Margaret Bain
for creating a wonderful cake
to celebrate U3AA’s 30th
birthday.

Doug Crocker
Doug and Glenys Crocker are
now settled in their new Sydney
home. We have created a
Certificate of Appreciation for
Doug in recognition of his many
years of valuable service and
contributions to U3AA. The
Committee invites any individual
members who would like to send
a personal message to Doug to
forward that message to the
U3AA office. All the messages
will be sent to Doug with the
Certificate.
Vacancies to Play 500 Friday

mornings 9.30 -12 noon

Five hundred or 500 is a trick
-taking game that is played
by three to six players, and
is most commonly played by
four, in partnerships. 500 is
a social card game and was
highly popular in the United
States until around 1920
when first auction bridge and
then contract bridge drove it
from favour.
We are looking for more
players to join our small
group to enjoy the challenge
of trying to win ”tricks”.
Contact Margaret Marrum:
0423 372 504 or email:
margaretmfl@y7mail.com
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BOOK REVIEWS
Where the Crawdads Sing

Delia Owens

This is the story of Kya Clark, growing up in
a small town on the North Carolina Coast. She
ends up living alone and has very little contact
with outsiders. Kya resists attending school
and instead learns intimately the ways of the
insects, birds, and plants of the marshland
where she lives. Occasional help is offered by
Jumpin’, the negro man who runs a bait and
gas store at the water’s edge. Two young men
enter Kya’s life after seeing her boating along
the coast. Tate teaches her to read and
promises fidelity. Chase Andrews also courts
Kya, promising marriage, but subsequently his
body is found in the marsh and Kya is
suspected of his murder.
The book is both a coming of age story and
also a murder mystery, as well as a tribute to
the natural environment of the marshland.

Wah Wah

The eventual court room scenes are quite
well executed and the following part of the
story reveals an unanticipated twist. In spite of
all the hype about this book, I found it
unbelievable in many respects. However, other
members of the reading group greatly enjoyed
this book, and accepted the unbelievable parts
of the story, feeling it was akin to the plots of
many operas. My suggestion would be to read
the book yourself and make your own
determination of its merits.
Marnie French
towards a career in acting.
It is a very
powerful, often confronting drama about adults
behaving badly.
And it has just the cast to do it. This part of
Grant’s life is played by Nicholas Hoult who is
now 33 and had had a wonderful childhood
career in film like About a Boy with Hugh
Grant. I can only describe the acting of
Gabrielle Byrne in this movie as a tour de force
and the cast also includes three wonderful
women Emily Watson, Miranda Richardson and
Julie Walters.
The film wasn’t everybody’s cup of tea.
BBC movies said it was superbly performed
and
fluently
shot
but
lamented
its
uninteresting subject. Uninteresting subject?
You’ve got to be joking! To balance this view,
Empire Magazine said that the film was an
unforced engaging and surprisingly incisive
account of the disintegration of the British rule
in Africa.
Nor was the film particularly successful – it
has a quite limited release and against a
budget of 7 million dollars it recovered only
2.8 at the box office.
But I think it’s a masterpiece.

Richard E. Grant is a name that keeps falling
through the cracks when you examine his
career. He made his film debut in 1987 in
Withnail and I and his film credits include
movies such as Hudson Hawk, The Player,
Gosford Park, The Iron Lady, and even Star
Wars - The Rise of Skywalker, as recently as
2019.
Last year, he was in a film called
Everybody’s Talking About Jamie, so at 64 he
is still very active. He had the lead role as
Professor Henry Higgins in an Australian
theatre production of My Fair Lady. He is no
slouch in the awards field either, having been
nominated for an Academy Award, a BAFTA
and a Golden Globe.
Wah Wah was Grant’s debut as a director
and it was filmed in Swaziland where Grant
was born and grew up in Mbabane where his
father Henrik was head of education for the
British
government
administration
of
Swaziland. It is the autobiographical story of
Grant’s childhood during the lasts days of
British rule in 1969. It is a wonderful depiction
of British behaviour when handing over the
reins of nationhood.
This movie will show you that Grants early Notes from John Wearne’s recent presentation
life was far from beer and skittles it will also of Wah Wah at Wednesday afternoon’s Classic
hint at why he may have been influenced Movies.
Please support our sponsors:
2AD, 2ARM-FM, Armidale City Bowling Club, Eyecare Plus, Home Nursing Group, Moin and
Associates (Lawyers), NECOM, New England Foot Clinic, New England Travel, Newling Gardens, Oak
Tree Retirement Villages, Regional Australia Bank.
For further information sponsors’ websites can be accessed from the U3AA website www.u3aa.org.au
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